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Food stamp statutes and regulations provide State agencies with numerous policy options. By
selecting among these options, State agencies can target benefits to those most in need,
streamline program administration, and coordinate their FSP activities with those of other
programs. The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) occasionally surveys State agencies to
determine which policy options they are using. While information about State agency choices
among policy options is subject to frequent change, this report catalogs choices that are current
as of April, 2002.

The first section of the report describes many of these options and lists the States that have
selected each of them. The second section lists the States in alphabetical order and shows which
options each State has selected.
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Simplified Food Stamp Program: After complying with several statutory FSP requirements,
States have the option of using TANF or FSP rules, or a combination of both, to create
Simplified Food Stamp Programs (SFSP). Under SFSP, households with no TANF benefits are
not eligible for food stamps. Households where all members receive TANF benefits are
automatically eligible for food stamps. With FNS approval, State SFSP plans can provide food
stamps to households where one or more members receive TANF benefits. At present, nine
States are operating limited SFSP.

States Operating SFSP Limited To
Reporting Changes [1] Using TANF Rules for Work Requirements [9]

IL CA GA ID ME MS NC NY NJ DE

STATES WITH SIMPLIFIED FOOD STAMP PROGRAMS

Reporting Changes

TANF Work Rules
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Wage Supplementation: State agencies have the option of passing money in the amount a food
stamp recipient’s benefit to an employer, who uses the money to pay the recipient’s wages. As
of February, 2001, five States had wage supplementation programs.

STATES WITH WAGE SUPPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS

States [4] Participants as of January 2002
AZ 9
MA 67
NC 9
OR 227

STATES WITH WAGE SUPPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS
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Reporting Options: State agencies have the option of requiring food stamp participants to
report on their financial circumstances at various intervals and in various ways. In the chart
below, the first, second, and third columns show States that have chosen to allow participants to
report earned income semi-annually, quarterly, or monthly, respectively. Column four shows
States with waivers that allow participants to report changes in the source, wage rate, or status
(from full time to part-time or vice versa) of earned income. Column five shows States that
allow participants to report increases or decreases of 5 or more hours of employment per week.
Column six shows States that require participants to report changes of $100 or more in earned
income per month. Column seven shows States that allow participants to average unearned
income from private sources--such as alimony payments--over a 12 month period, or require
participants to report changes of $100 or more in unearned income from private sources.

REPORTING OPTIONS
Semi-annual
reporting [19]

Quarterly
reporting [6]

Monthly
Reporting [9]

Status waiver
[18]

5 hour waiver
[3]

$100 waiver
(earned) [21]

Unearned
Income [10]

CO*, DC, DE,
GA, KY, LA,
MI, MD, MO*,
MT, NE, NH,
NJ, NY*, OH,
OK, TN, WV,
WY

* By regulation

AL, AR, IL,
MA*, NM,
SC*,

*Universal

CA, HI, IA,
KS, MA, MN,
MS, PA, SD

DE, FL, GA,
ID, IN, MO,
NE, NM, NV,
OH, SC, TX,
UT, VA, VT,
WA, WI, WY

MI, OR, VT AZ, CO, CT,
DC, IA, IL, IN,
KS, KY, LA,
MD, MT, NC,
ND, NY, OK,
OR, RI, VI, WV,
OH $80)

Averaged:
NE, VA,
WY

$100 change
AZ, CT, LA,
MD, NY,
SC, VI

STATES WITH MONTHLY, QUARTERLY, OR SEMI-ANNUAL REPORTING

Quarterly Reporting

Semi-Annual Reporting

Monthly Reporting


